Want to make a
difference?
Call today….and touch people’s lives with
food and friendship

The Mission of Natrona County
Meals On Wheels
To assist the elderly and homebound of Natrona County
maintain their independence and integrity, as well as their
physical and mental health, in the dignity of their own
homes and environments, Natrona County Meals On
Wheels prepares and delivers nutritionally tailored meals via
caring community volunteers.

LET’S “DO LUNCH” CAMPAIGN

In the interest of showing the community we serve, we are now interviewing and publishing segments
about some of the Natrona County Meals on Wheels clients. The very first of these happens to be Evelyn Marie Pierce, who prefers
to be called by her middle name.
“Please tell me about your childhood, family, and school life.”
“I was born in the small town of Maysville Oklahoma, my class in school consisted of only 34 students and we had a trip to New
Orleans for my senior trip. At one point I had been engaged to a man who was in North Korea for the war” Marie then regaled how
she didn’t marry this man, but had many suitors over the years, while she had a job as a secretary. Her mother didn’t like that she
was more isolated where she was, and her sister lived in Casper Wyoming, so Marie found herself there shortly after. There she met
the love of her life, Raymond “Ray” Pierce at the local wagon wheel, and got married. Marie had a job at Casper National Bank,
what is now First Interstate Bank. Marie had three children, two of which were born on the same day, April 15th, four years apart.
Marie said when she had her second son she had said, “Look what I brought you for your birthday!” Her first son, Michael had said,
“but all I wanted was a bow and arrow!” After her last child turned six months old, her husband Ray got a job offer that would
change the family’s life with Mobil Oil. Having them travel from Casper Wyoming, to Turkey, to Conroe Texas, back to Casper
WY, to Illinois and to Indonesia, where Ray got his GED but was also diagnosed with cancer. Ray and family recuperated from his
cancer back in their Texas home, and went back to Wyoming, and once again Ray’s condition worsened, causing them to go back to
Texas once more, where Ray ultimately passed from an alternate form of cancer at 66. When I asked how Marie ended up back in
Casper, she said her husband made her promise to take care of her family, which was all back here in Casper Wyoming.
“Do you consider yourself old? At what age did you notice that you’re getting older?”
“ I don’t think so, I can still play a mean bridge game.” Marie did note that getting up from her chair or getting out of the car made
her feel older, “ It’s the pits getting old!” Marie also mentioned when her son asked her to stop driving, but that she had agreed and
gave him no issue about it.
“What is the most important historical event or period of time that you have lived through? How
did it influence you personally?”
“For an Oklahoma country girl, I’ve been a lot of places and seen a lot of things.”
Marie specifically mentioned her time in the Middle East and getting the opportunity to see the holy lands and walked in the places
that are said to be where Jesus walked, as well as getting water from the Jordan River.
“What is the biggest change you have seen in how people conduct their everyday lives?”
“People don’t make friends like they used to, most people don’t know their neighbors but they know when they have pets or kids!”
“What have been the best years of your life so far?
Marie had told me her years traveling were the best part of her life, all with her three young kids in tow. There had been concern
that Ray wouldn’t get the job because of his lack of education, and yet they interviewed the spouses for the job as well. Marie’s
attitude won them over, always telling her husband, “Where you go, I go.”
What are your plans for the future?”
“ I’m going to live a day at a time, I’m 88, let’s face it I had 2 grandmothers that lived to be 93 and if they can do it I can do it too.”
Marie also said she looks forward to time with her family, games of bridge, and shopping.
“How are young people today different from when you were their age?”
“They don’t have the courtesy we do, or they don’t look at our elders as our elders. They have a ‘give me this attitude’.”
“They have so much, when we got a doll or handmade clothes it was a big deal, now it’s an expectation.”
“Have you ever experienced negative attitudes or discrimination because of your age or other
identity?”
Marie told me she did feel discrimination in the workplace as a woman, and how she gets ‘burnt up’ over non handicapped people
taking handicapped parking places. Her son, Michael, who was present for the interview interjected to mention that his mom has
Alzheimer’s/Dementia. He has seen how family has reacted with it and how upset they can become over mom not remembering
certain details, or worried mom is suddenly going to give out items to strangers. Michael was present during our interview to help
with specific details of Maries life, and yet, Marie has a sharp personality and sense of humor, for her the condition has mostly only
affected her short term memory.
“What have you enjoyed about Meals on Wheels of Natrona County? How has it helped you?”
“Gee, I don’t have to cook myself. I don’t do much but boil water once in a while. I love it!”
Michael, her son, mentioned how he takes care of three households, his own, his mothers, and the woman who has some mobility
complications who lives next door to Marie. He said with places like the Senior Center, Senior Citizens Inc. and Natrona County
Meals on Wheels he receives a lot of help in maintaining his life as well as Maries and the neighbors. He is grateful to our services
and for our drivers, who, “are always friendly and greet his mother with a smile.”
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Thank you to each of the thoughtful citizens and businesses whose donations
provide meals for our county’s homebound elderly and our community’s
handicapped folks, many who can’t shop for food or prepare meals for
themselves. In 2021, Meals On Wheels served 191,377 meals, and YOUR
contributions help fund our need.
Natrona County Meals On Wheels is here not only to prepare lunch for those
who can’t, but to deliver them via caring community volunteers. Each day, our
volunteers take lunch – and sometimes dinner – to over 400 of our fellow
citizens. Each year we help more than 800 of our neighbors remain
independent, in the security of their own home.
Will you consider helping a deserving senior “do lunch”? You can provide
meals for someone in need for a week, a month, a year, or for as long as you can
comfortably help. The cost to donate a lunch through Meals On Wheels is:
1 week
1 month
3 months
6 month
1 year

$40.00
$160.00
$480.00
$960.00
$1,920.00

Because of the growing number of folks who are unable to contribute even a
fraction of the cost of their home-delivered meals, Meals On Wheels struggles
to keep its bottom line in the black. If you’ll consider helping someone in our
very own community “do lunch,” what a wonderful gift you’ll provide. A
donation card and envelope are enclosed for your convenience.
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Are you the next $5,000
winner from the MOW
“Pot of Beans?”
1
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$400.00
$125.00
$125.00
$125.00
$125.00
$200.00
$125.00
$125.00
$125.00
$125.00
$300.00
$125.00
$125.00
$125.00
$125.00
$400.00
$125.00
$125.00
$125.00
$125.00
$500.00
$125.00
$125.00
$125.00
$125.00
$300.00
$125.00
$125.00
$125.00
$600.00
$5,000.00

Mark your calendar for January 27, 2023, as we celebrate our 23rd
annual Meals on Wheels fundraiser, Bubbles, Baubles, and Beans at the
Industrial Building at the Central Wyoming Fairgrounds! We have 300 beans
in the pot to raffle off, with cash prizes for the evening totaling $10,575. Buy a
bean for just $100 and your bean could be worth up to $5,000. What a way to
start off the new year! For each bean purchased, you will receive 2 admission
tickets to the event.
During the event we will have a reverse raffle with the payout
schedule shown on the left. The first ticket drawn is worth $400 and the last
ticket remaining is worth $5,000! There are 29 additional chances to win.
Your $100 raffle ticket purchase will feed a senior in Natrona County
for approximately one month.
You do not need to be present to win. If you purchase a bean but
cannot attend, we will gladly mail your entrance tickets to your friends or
family in the Casper area who would enjoy coming to the event, but if your
bean is drawn you still win the cash!
On behalf of the Meals On Wheels Board of Directors and Staff, we
thank you for your assistance in fighting senior hunger in our community.
Take Care,

Jamie Loveall
Executive Director
Detach and Return Bottom Portion With Your Order Information

Requested number of beans _________

¨ $100.00 per bean. Payment must be made before

January 27, 2023
E-mail address: _______________________

¨ Enclosed is my check
Please send my ticket to the event to:

Name:

________________________________

_________________________________________

Address: ________________________________

_________________________________________

________________________________

_________________________________________

Phone:

_________________________________
*if raffle tickets will be given as gifts, please list on back any additional names and information*
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VOLUNTEER AWARDS PRESENTED AT
THE 2022 ANNUAL DINNER MEETING

Work Horse Awards

Dedicated Driver Award

BK Kountz

Jim Burris

Jim Thomas

Dee Bollin

Susan Burris

Marolyn Thomas

Paul Briley

Larry Linn

Patrick Zimmermann

Joyce Briley

Jim McBride

John Zimmermann

Carol Nelson

Don Smith

Natrona County Meals on Wheels relies on the generosity of our community
each year, and the great people of Natrona County always come through. At
the 2022 4-H and Livestock Auction, several individuals and businesses
bought and donated their purchases to Meals On Wheels.
These generous donations allow us to continue to provide healthy meals to
our many recipients.

Genevieve Price Award
Each year, the Genevieve Price Award is given to someone
who goes above and beyond their duties as a Meals on
Wheels Volunteer. This award is given in memory of
Genevieve Price and in recognition of the volunteer
receiving the award.

THANK YOU to the following for helping our wheels turn:
Albertson’s Hilltop, Bennett Brood LLC, Black Hills Bentonite,
Bull Investments, Carpet One Floor & Home, Central Truck &
Diesel/Bobcat, CY Ace Hardware, Frank’s Butcher Shop,
Fremont Motor Company, Granite Peak Group, GSS/TP&L
Heavy Haul & Crane, Hilltop Bank, Hott Shotts Photography,
Joe Scott Enterprises, Kistler Ten & Awning, Les Schwab, MCM
Companies, McMurry Foundation, OXY, R&R Rest Stops/Roto
Rooter, USA Trucking, and Wyoming Machinery.

Sally Ellis

Gas Guzzler Awards
This award is given to the 5 drivers that have driven the most days out of the year.
Keep in mind, Meals on Wheels delivers 260 days out of 365!
Ray Cederburg (229 Days)
Tony Santistevan (186 Days)

When a donor purchases an animal at the 4-H Livestock Auction
and then donates the animal to a local non-profit, the non-profit is
responsible for the cost to process the animal. This year, Frank’s
Butch Shop in Hudson donated the processing costs for all
donated animals that were processed in their facility.

Ed Chase (151 Days)
Patrick and John Zimmermann (137 Days)
Rick Tempest (134 Days)

THANK YOU, FRANK’S BUTCHER SHOP!!!

Jim McBride (117 Days)
Terry Wingerter (114 Days)
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